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R obin Wagner Dilg passed away on Thursday, January 30, 2025, in Big Rapids,

Michigan from complications caused by Alzheimer’s disease. She was 79.

Robin lived a life full of adventure. She was born and raised in Chicago by her parents, Marge

“Mimi” and Robert “Papa” Wagner, along with her younger brother Bob. In their early childhood,
the family traveled with Papa as he performed as a jazz trumpet player with popular big bands.

They spent their summers in Colorado, where Robin was introduced to riding horses at a nearby
dude ranch, planting the seeds for a lifelong passion. She credited this constant travel and the
need to make friends quickly with shaping her extroverted personality.

In 1963 at just 17 years old, she married architectural student Bruce Dilg and gave birth to the first
of three children. She worked at a wide variety of jobs over the next 16 years while raising her

children, camping, hiking, and playing tennis, consistently rising to top positions despite having
no formal education in her professions. In 1977, Robin rediscovered her passion for riding, buying
the first of her many horses.

In 1979, the family decided to leave city life behind and move to Lander, Wyoming. There, Robin
worked for the local newspaper, putting her extroverted personality to good use in sales and by
acting in amateur theater.

Wyoming proved to be the perfect outlet for Robin’s passion for adventure such as hiking, skiing,
and camping. She and Bruce also discovered the sport of horse endurance riding and began

participating in 50 and 100 mile races through the mountains. Robin won numerous races and
quickly settled in with a community of fellow enthusiasts.

In 1986, an economic downturn moved the family to Big Rapids, Michigan. Then in her 40s,

Robin went back to college at Ferris State University where she obtained a degree in social work,
graduating with honors. The rewarding work was an ideal outlet for her passion for healing and

helping people. Upon retirement, she and Bruce began cross-country camping trips, riding their
horses through some of the most beautiful places in the USA.
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Robin is particularly remembered for her indefatigable cheerfulness, humor and storytelling skill,
love and compassion for people and animals, her skills as an equestrienne and riding teacher, her

joy in giving gifts, many of which she knitted and sewed herself, her pride and joy in her family,
her devotion to her church community, her fierce support for the Ferris State University football

team, her talent for bonding quickly with anyone, and her magical ability to brighten the days
even of complete strangers.

Robin took great joy in her grandchildren and sharing her passion for horses, camping, sledding,

and going on adventures. Nothing lit up her face more than when her grandchildren arrived.

Robin is survived by her husband Bruce, her children Christine Perkett, Ken Dilg ( Jill), and Brian

Dilg ( Justina); and five grandchildren Elizabeth, Robert, Richard, Jackson, and Harry. She was
preceded in death by her brother Bob and her parents Marge and Robert Wagner.

Robin’s life will be celebrated in a memorial service to be held at Immanuel Lutheran Church,

726 Fuller Ave, Big Rapids, MI 49307 on Friday, February 7, 2025. A viewing will be held at
10:00am with a service at 11:00 am. Anyone is welcome to speak and share stories about Robin
and celebrate her life with the family.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in Robin’s name to Hospice of Michigan: 1-800-669-
9335 or www.hom.org/donate/ or the Alzheimer’s Association: 1-800-272-3900 or

www.alz.org/donate
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Visitation

Immanuel Lutheran Church

726 Fuller Ave., Big Rapids MI 49307

Funeral Service

Immanuel Lutheran Church

726 Fuller Ave., Big Rapids MI 49307
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Christine Perkett February 8 at 2:09 PM

Thank you for sharing your memory, Joe. - Christine (Robin’s daughter)

Joe M Samson posted:

When I first started at Ferris and we moved here from Cleveland, Robin and Bruce invited us for

dinner...Robin was leaving in a few days for a horse event and invited Cindy...Cindy declined (we

are city people after all), but a few years later our daughter was born and insisted on getting

involved in horses...so Robin's invite would have been a good introduction for Cindy. Cindy and

Joe Samson

February 6 at 7:26 AM

CP

TF The Burgin & Greiner  Family sent a Full Of Love Bouquet to the Dilg family.

February 5 at 3:43 PM

Anonymous sent a Medium Dish Garden to the Dilg family.

February 4 at 6:18 AM

JM

Christine Perkett February 8 at 2:09 PM

Thank you, Jean - Christine (Robin’s daughter)

Jean Miller  posted:

We had the best rides together, whooping and hollering like kids…..hugs…Jeanie

February 4 at 2:22 AM

CP
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Christine Perkett February 8 at 2:10 PM

🩷💔

Ken shared 22 photos to the Robin, Mom, Granny album.

February 1 at 3:59 AM

CP

KD

Christine Perkett February 8 at 2:10 PM

Love these

Ken Dilg shared 23 photos to the Mom  - Granny album.

February 1 at 3:59 AM

CP

MG

Christine Perkett February 8 at 2:11 PM

She certainly was. We are glad you got to be her friend and we are part of you sharing your

memory. Thank you for sharing your memory, Joe. - Christine (Robin’s daughter)

Maribeth Graff posted:

I met Robin in December 1993 when I started working as an MSW at Mercy Hospital in Cadillac.

We became great horsey friends. She found my first adult horse - Harry - for me and taught me

how to pull a horse trailer. Our friendship extended beyond horses and I will always cherish the

time we spent together, whether on the trails, working together, or going out for a meal. She was

one in a million.

February 3 at 9:01 AM

CP
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Christine Perkett February 8 at 2:14 PM

Thank you so much, Chuck. - Christine (Robin’s daughter)

Chuck Drake posted:

The Ferris State University Emeriti Association sends its condolences to Bruce and family for their

loss of Robin.

February 2 at 6:24 AM

CP

EM

Christine Perkett February 8 at 2:15 PM

We really appreciate you sharing your memory, Ed and Pam. Thank you so much. -

Christine (Robin’s daughter)

Ed Muccio posted:

Robin was the first person we communicated with before moving to Big Rapids. She was working

as a real estate agent and wrote us a warm welcoming letter. Over the years we have enjoyed

Robin and Bruce's company at both our home and their's.Our hearts go out to Bruce and all the

Dilg family for their loss of sweet RobinEd and Pam Muccio

February 1 at 3:59 AM

CP

PAGE 8 OF 20



Media Robin Sue  Dilg
AUG  2 4, 19 4 5  -  JAN  3 0, 2 0 2 5

KE Ken shared 22 photos to the Robin, Mom, Granny album. February 3 at 11:36 AM
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KD Ken Dilg shared 23 photos to the Mom  - Granny album. February 3 at 11:30 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Robin by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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